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THE STORY and
its HIGHLIGHTS

Jane Eyre is an orphan who is living on the charity of Mrs.
John Reed, her aunt. ever a day passes that Jane is not made
to feel her unwelcome in the house, and at last the aunt sends
Jane away to a charitable institution, where she spends the next ten
years of ner life. In the interim she has grown to beautiful young
womanhood, and unable to longer stand her depressing associatiol1l
she procures employment as the companion and governess of Adele,
the youthful ward of Fairfax Rochester, a wealthy and landed man
who apparently lives alone among the luxuries of his palatial ub­
urban tate.-

The days fly swiftly, and Jane grows to regard Rochester's
as her own. For the fint time in her life she is actually carefree an
happy. Her youthful impulses and winsome wa s havejmparted a
new atmosphere to the mm house whire Fai ax Roc~ has
lived for yean surrounded by his servants.

On the top loor of ltochester Hall, carefully secluded and
guarded day and night by a stalwart nurse, lives the demented wife
of Fairfax Rochester. Jane kno nothing of this page in Rochester's
life, but her uspicions are frequently aroused by wild cries and
maniacal laughter coming from the portion of the house where Mrs.
Rochester is hdd prisoner.

One night Rochester gives a party, and before the evening bas
passed he finds occasion to tell Jane of his love for her. Jane has
also grown to regard Rochester in the light of a lover, so a day is set
for the ceremony, lUld Jane busies herself planning her gowns. Then
comes the day of days. Rochester has arranged for a imple wedding
at the neighboring chapel. The ceremony is just about to take place

ben the brother of Rochester's demented wife teps forward and
lays bare the terrible secret that Rochester has kept hidden in his
home for many years. Jane is grief-stricken, while Rochester, though
bowing his head in shatne at his duplicity, endeavo to excuse hist
action on the basis of his great love for Jane, and the fact that to
all intents hi wife has betn dead to him inee their marriage many
years before.
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Jane forgives Roc est r, but she
is heartbroken and leaves his home.
In her imless wanderings she finally
f~ds shelter in the home of St' ohn
Rivers, a youn missionary, ho in the

weeks that £0110 falls desperately in
1 ve with J ne and a ska her to marry

him.
In th~ manti e oohetser is living

in grief and remors at Roohe ter Hall.
Then oomes a night when his demented. ife,

esoaping the vigilanoe of her keeper,
sets fire to the house. In the oonfla­
gra tion tli t follows he is killed,
nd Roohester suffers the los of his

sight •. ~he Hall 1s bruened to the groun~
and Roohester, oared for by friendly se
vants, takes up his abode in another

manor 010 se by.

Jane h s oonti ued to 11ve at the m1~
sionary' 8 H me~ nd is about to aocept

his offer of marriage, when one night
mysterious voice seems to summon her to
the side of airfax oohester. The ur e
to return to .oohester Hall is stronger
than h r love for the mis sionary, 'and
she arrives to find he former lover prayi~
for her to oome baok. His desp rate
need for her love n oompanionship is so
pathet~allY real that Jane's heart is

oftened, and she gives herself into his
care.

surgical operation for the sto ation
of .oohester's si ht 1s s e ted. He
undergoes the ord al and his s1 ht is
returned to him, and t en Jane and Roohester
face the first of the many ys of ha piness and
love that 1ie before them.
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